Since the 1950s when the NTM were recognized as potential pathogens, the role of these organisms in the pathogenesis of pulmonary disease has been realized slowly. The insidious and indolent nature of the disease and the lack of well-defined diagnostic criteria have long contributed to the scarcity of knowledge of pulmonary NTM infection. With the spread of the AIDS epidemic, the atypical mycobac¬ terium.Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) . has emerged as one of the frequent opportunistic infections isolated in AIDS patients. Although dis¬ seminated disease has been the predominant form of presentation, bronchopulmonary involvement has been also well described.4,5 Similarly, Mycobacte¬ rium kansasii, a known pathogen in immunocompe¬ tent Figure 2 (Cox-Mantel log-rank test p<0.03). Two 
